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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. DOLD). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, January 1, 2013. 
I hereby appoint the Honorable ROBERT J. 

DOLD to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day, a new year. 

The political struggles of the past 
year have revealed the divisions that 
exist in our Nation. There are many 
American citizens who are angry, frus-
trated, and anxious for the future. 

This day is a day of history. Send 
Your spirit upon the Members of the 
people’s House. May an imperfect com-
promise, when viewed from the per-
spective of our differences, not be un-
dermined by a desire for political vic-
tory. This is difficult for all. Give each 
Member the grace of courage to forge a 
constructive solution for the good of 
the Nation and all Americans. 

Help us to trust that no matter what, 
You will not abandon us. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. SHIMKUS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 6060. An act to amend Public Law 106– 
392 to maintain annual base funding for the 
Upper Colorado and San Juan fish recovery 
programs through fiscal year 2019. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with amendments in 
which the concurrence of the House is 
requested, a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title: 

H.R. 8. An act to extend certain tax relief 
provisions enacted in 2001 and 2003, and to 
provide for expedited consideration of a bill 
providing for comprehensive tax reform, and 
for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with an amendment 
in which the concurrence of the House 
is requested, a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 6586. An act to extend the application 
of certain space launch liability provisions 
through 2014. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 302. An act to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to issue right-of-way permits for 
a natural gas transmission pipeline in non-
wilderness areas within the boundary of 
Denali National Park, and for other pur-
poses. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

THE UKRAINE’S BACKSLIDE IN 
DEMOCRACY 

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, the 
Ukraine, once a model for democratic 
transition in the Eurasia region and 
the world after the Orange Revolution, 
has been experiencing significant back-
sliding in democracy. The Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
found that the October elections did 
not meet international standards, and 
the arrest and continued harassment 
and mistreatment of opposition lead-
ers, including the former prime min-
ister, Yulia Tymoshenko, also causes 
concern. The trial against Ms. 
Tymoshenko in the gas case was de-
scribed as selective persecution in 
statements by the U.S., Russia, United 
Kingdom, Germany, Italy, Spain, and 
other European countries. 

On July 16, 2012, our colleague, CHRIS 
SMITH, introduced a measure calling 
for Ukrainian authorities to release po-
litical opposition leaders and hold free 
and fair elections. At the beginning of 
a new year, I call on Ukrainian offi-
cials to immediately free Ms. 
Tymoshenko and other political pris-
oners. 

f 

LET’S REGAIN CONTROL OF 
AMERICA’S DESTINY 

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 
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